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CONTEST TO BE HELD THIS WEEK! 

  

The artwork embedded in the refuge sign above is from Jay Norwood "Ding" Darling's first sketches 
in his rush to get the first "Duck Stamp" (1934-35) ready for production. In the 80+ years that have 
gone by, the artwork for the stamp has developed a special culture and constituency, one that 
cherishes the connection between great wildlife artwork and the conservation that helps grow 
the National Wildlife Refuge System. Today, we have that special contest to select the 
waterfowl-dominated artwork that is found on the yearly stamp. 

 

The very next contest, the 2017 Federal Duck Stamp Contest, will be held this Friday and 
Saturday, September 15 and 16, at the Noel Fine Arts Center in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. The five 
species that are eligible for artwork illustration in the contest are the following:   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVcjK5j8lXQps1szWiPPDEG2wkot2kK14g1YDU5caXp22o646E6JYfa5VtGIJaEPFKagn3dCVi2Xxo2qpVjiam1xvKUm1aVlpdL-pokBJpNq6wo6GFxypg5fdOnx85b8aEA==&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVcjK5j8lXQpsxQTkfi5XaKxrW3ZuDfS-2CSWaRWl6_GXm7s58KvpOBZyhPklr5sQU98l3CYAsoC5cL2rP6Ne2rkbaW9YldC_ZcXMW9BQQDrQIxFEa_tz73jYdsrkNB9ZY1w23HfLD1bmNDFEf6FBU1NGdsMVnG-QC9vrmAkTv8ot&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVcjK5j8lXQpsYvtJ-ayEOVVw6PUp0riV-fSbzTbiHyfWPJSkUGIMhCvbKVkq6Cv_B61o-CjrsGDjdlBFwdAyYq4ax8BvDH-OKU8CMeJOXsxS2TgdV_pylDsjT8VMzUmZWPLpG2GL-9iROxl9FDNrdf0=&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVVbg97RWfARtGo0UovfNQC_UxzLyxaeahFWjpBibuoml6Ywgbh52miRUTSL1sQsFgcbY9LqaJWkfEQxdtpMjdwN9IqEIX_-h7K5GUogQPq4RWPYspAPoPih4zzHj8Rw3dRGukg5StUJdZDhw1X6bU33zMhZm1x6HP4f83JTe3ZignYh3CukDO8QmULqq4BFvyxYw18dpckxp&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVetBoXX6GmnrT0ydFORsp9namWQKGwF7-i_fxGm_WCw4Q01LphHScFTzQ6sIxCNo0TnvNj9oqLc7UP05BQ7nw47gzvcMxN-rr2_QtxKtsBjB99KWuz1jVZXDI2q-7CmHBngvhEA5LQSulJcDCA-_9_Fd1lh_w2kEisIP6EgNne4VoAw7FQTCEIY9GijnqPLwpLEb88WFfgt2SZA7zwVMO5bFWU_bLJ4GGA==&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVa3_SgbMolfYdNKUoChrb7gU4aBWD9AbVtorFma3OgMZwXNghyLSYaqgiYNL2abV1LL0TMB7H-DnC-8Pyx0lMr_yD0ixVH6jT1ZZcGofHYemCcVaRJg6S7tSx4MRd3vO948_riLUWcBNGL6pYpT98sdFLuLr3hg-CnI8WvrZSDbF&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==


• Mallard 

• Gadwall 

• Cinnamon Teal 

• Blue-winged Teal 

• Harlequin Duck. 

The public is invited to see the contest entries beginning at 9 a.m. (Central), September 15 and 
16, and watch the judging, which will begin at 10 a.m. (Central).  The event is free and open to 
the public. A schedule of all the activities is available on a website established by the university. 
 
Of course, if you cannot be at the Noel Fine Art Center to review the artwork and watch the 
contest, you can take a look at all 215 entries online. (Please note: These images were not color-
corrected or otherwise edited online.) There are certainly some real beauties in the running this 
year! And, fortunately, for those unable to attend the contest in person, there will be a 
livestream of the event (Friday and Saturday), beginning at 10 a.m. (Central). 
  
The effort to bring the contest to the state was the 
brainchild of Dr. Christine Thomas, dean of the College 
of Natural Resources at UW-Stevens Point. Thomas, 
who serves on several conservation organization boards 
of directors including Ducks Unlimited (DU), and was 
the founder of the Becoming an Outdoors-Woman 
program, served as a judge in the Federal Duck Stamp 
Contest in 2012 and invited the contest to Wisconsin. "I 
am so thrilled and glad that we are getting it here with 
the interest in wetlands and waterfowl in Stevens Point 
and Wisconsin," Thomas said. 
  
UW-Stevens Point has a long history as also a 
conservation leader. It has been the largest undergraduate traditional natural resources program 
in the country. Many of its graduates are involved in key positions at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) and Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

 

 

 

Photo: UW-Stevens Point 
College of Natural Resources 

MBCC MEETS AND SECURES HABITAT AT SIX REFUGES 

 

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission met earlier this month and approved more than $5.4 
million from the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund to secure 2,259 acres at six National Wildlife 
Refuges. These funds, of course, were raised largely through the sale of Federal Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation Stamps, commonly known as "Duck Stamps." 

  

Investments for habitat were made specifically for the following National Wildlife Refuges:  

• Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, Maryland: $663,000 

• Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge, New Jersey: $867,600 

• Great River National Wildlife Refuge, Missouri: $677,500 

• San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge, Texas: $1,211,500 

• Supawna Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, New Jersey: $440,300 

• Swan River National Wildlife Refuge, Montana: $1,568,000 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVaJc8ucz6id4HMNPjEvs06noyZGhvHdlQYVhCOFphyCKwm9-Dh-CwcvMeQMEgzJEIGZC3CHNOyTKO5RKmwwF077nB1rm9-0D0o7gl7Vd-f-PsvwunbH7lc9rwKaqzNkVMx4dNL0upaYGppsjrhyrdb-jCAfJCiobgp9in77j96Vn-IuYaw2n-t0=&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVa3_SgbMolfYB310C5vuL0M2SyIMhvaOqZjjUbRm4NCBwGgogSRnKIZKL4MnDCidez4b5iaNxhQbrXHqpyIe5g2eIS4dMcX1AVAIkIaqZGIVPeBSMXMVNmE6dMdmCWSAI83HdfIdJi99B_aKYBLIlopVRQed4dAqktR663udgLDD24oF_T2b5_8=&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVa3_SgbMolfYZH-Op2eSYgTNMUmz7DC8xkBiL4VOBHWvSbRPiZFwLw0lgX0y8xBMB0q1gpFou31tB8hNtxaTvv-QOjh2xU3O0FIpT86T-2asVa57veHolNL4WdVXcAHgR37wEukAi77y&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==


Still haven't gotten your 2017-2018 Stamp? 

 

The easiest way to buy a stamp is probably to get yours at your local post office. Also, we at the 
Friends Group currently have a supply of 2017-2018 stamps on hand. Just send us a $25 check 
(made out to "Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp") along with a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope, and we'll send you your stamp. Please include a note with your e-mail address if there 
is any problem where we have to get back to you: 

            Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp 
            P.O. Box 2143 
            Columbia, MD 21045 
 

Support the Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp 

 

The Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp is an independent, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to two fundamental goals:  

1. To increase promotional and educational efforts among various target audiences 
concerning the stamp and the National Wildlife Refuge system. 

2. To increase the regular, voluntary purchase of the stamp among hunters and non-hunters 
alike. 

Our membership is annual, corresponding to the year of 
validity for the Federal Duck Stamp, namely from the 
beginning of July to the end of the following June. Our 
"Regular Friend" fee is modest, only $15, but all Friends are 
also asked to pledge to buy TWO stamps per year, joining 
with other organizations across the country in that effort. 
  
You can access a secure online form to join the Friends - or 
to make a contribution - via Razoo. Or you can access our 
simple mail-in 
membership form.  
 
We encourage you 
to commit 
yourself to the 

promotion of the Stamp program, the Friends, and 
smart conservation through the sales and promotion of 
the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation [Duck] 
Stamp. 
 
And don't forget support for the Jr. Duck Stamp 
Program which reaches tens of thousands of 
youngsters. One way to help is described here, on the 
right, through AmazonSmile. 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVaxG_PPhQj9daIHbhW_KqL5_p66PMglIG0kffHonWBDcB3yEv1qSdipFElr-RJX2QZPirKTeGT-af7-Fi1oJ-NwvDY4d-O2mTMkjAiqK-k0OKPp0dC_Ly72yuUmrflo44GJdF14gJMMpF-CCkdN1qNJySQy9MNtyCMkQs3otqvIuuHjSK4MH80U=&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVTgcMfHao9xAByJM5oeWIP3ibN_cKwJe8JpQS8S-VOxkw5qRbRMTlAoiPpESBIVWieFLmedHtyukBQXlWKZU6ew27GFm0fKp6hqIOZcXKObct5z-CrnsEm5mnkIw_q-9OAAcU3_4yO2_gmGYzEfPtdu_-mx-Gv46XMsw5mdyLkYz8A4Xi47u11BasGTDHNnO-jvxhasKa6X9&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVWOk3cV05plUe93J9RIlg7XwACKzm8XXeB_KWHe-x1EldPaXwPcm5j53iyDNeU32IW2nzHkVzsk168YpEkWqQYUO9uL1jSYVpxUjYKmpk0F5sMyylxT12tezwEHjHaHMHEGC7aQnQ6xr5U2teGGHCpzJkF9uiBSBbGN5X-w7PLMAURh8kS4WWdg=&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==


Sharing and Adapting Wingtips Content 

 
The text of Wingtips by Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  

• This license allows sharing and a right to adapt the written materials, with appropriate 
credit. 

• Images are not included in Wingtips' Creative Commons license, and are reproduced 
through the courtesy of their respective license holders (as indicated by the photographer 
credit lines).  Permission to reproduce an image must be obtained from the image's 
license holder. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVVbg97RWfARtAuzQK1AtDTCNAh_Hu8MooGiesBofBCJSQc8ylEfFDcFCHbnEwLGT7dtzOteRniNtt9g83wicZHTR7bRYoq_7gbVFviMrSxqk4TlKBeepHWJy9ucOUCZL3P1iXJeJo3QwJO32MU36KUTRJ3nlO_pG9g==&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZXg1XRMkuKasH6ETjpLdnR8P-jzXzfU5pGiZJXQVbG_kJRJkoNnwVVbg97RWfARtAuzQK1AtDTCNAh_Hu8MooGiesBofBCJSQc8ylEfFDcFCHbnEwLGT7dtzOteRniNtt9g83wicZHTR7bRYoq_7gbVFviMrSxqk4TlKBeepHWJy9ucOUCZL3P1iXJeJo3QwJO32MU36KUTRJ3nlO_pG9g==&c=84B87cwXks6nfasDvHL9ht3IZzrIsWQXSUYtpAgo78bTRJH87mltXw==&ch=FkkJqqbypuyencnoqMBKZuOaO9inoCUpzfTSR3rGv-skjTFQHUSyvg==

