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Stand Up for Loxahatchee
Support Refuge Management

Loxahatchee at sunset by Daniel Schwen CC BY-SA 4.0

by Ed Penny
Board Member, Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp

Many of you have likely heard the news that the Arthur R.
Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge is in danger of
losing most of its lands. The Refuge is located in western Palm
Beach County, Florida and is composed of 221 square miles
(approximately 144,000 acres) of land owned by the both the
federal government (through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
[USFWS]) and the State of Florida (through the Southwest
Florida Water Management District [District]). For a long time,
the USFWS and the District have partnered to manage wildlife
habitat and to provide public access at this large refuge. It is
the largest intact portion of all that remains of the once vast
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What Percentage?

Here is a listing illustrating the
percentages of property acquired
by MBCF/Stamp funds at some
popular and well-known refuges:
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northern Everglades. The refuge is important to the nation,
the state, and local communities - over 300,000 visitors come
every year to hike, bike, canoe, kayak, fish, photograph,
birdwatch, and learn about and explore the Everglades;
thousands of Palm Beach County students have been able to
experience the Everglades first-hand on field trips to the
refuge.

But now, the refuge could be reduced to only the relatively
small portion (ca. 3,000 acres) that was purchased with
federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp (or
"Duck Stamp") funds. How could this happen to such an
important land complex? The District is considering
terminating its long-term cooperative agreement with USFWS
to manage and operate the refuge. The District wants
exclusive management control of this land because the spread
of invasive exotic plants (primarily melaleuca trees and Old
World climbing fern) on the Refuge has gotten out of hand.
These invasive plants are a very serious problem because they
overtake and replace native plants that provide homes for
migratory birds and other wildlife. Their spread beyond the
boundary of the refuge is a problem for neighboring
landowners as well. (Both Melaleuca quinquenervia and the
fern, Lygodium microphyllum, are on Florida's list of noxious
weeds, and hence constitute species of particular concern.)

Control of noxious weeds requires a great deal of focused
cooperation and financial investment, and termination of the
agreement would force the District to foot the entire bill. The
Refuge spent almost $3 million to treat invasive species last
year, more than half of its entire annual budget, and the state
spent a similar amount, but the problem continues. It is
estimated that $5 million for 5 years would be required to
bring these noxious plants under maintenance control. These
costs are in addition to essential management costs like
performing prescribed fires, clearing canoe trails, fighting
wildfires, and assuming law enforcement responsibility for the
entire area. It is also not clear how the state would continue
any kind of educational or recreational opportunities for its
visitors.

The National Wildlife Refuge Association, the Florida Wildlife
Federation, the National Wildlife Federation, the Everglades
Foundation, the Everglades Coalition, and the Friends of the
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge are
speaking up to bring attention to this issue and to help resolve
this problem. For more information and to make your voice
heard, visit http://refugeassociation.org/action.

The issue at this refuge and in other communities around the
country with refuges or other public lands is not simply a
bureaucratic tug of war between government agencies or an
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argument between big government or small government. The
more broadly relevant issue here is the extremely dire need
for committed care and stewardship of our public lands,
whether they are part of the National Wildlife Refuge System
or owned by a state agency. Our Friends group is very
enthusiastic in supporting any land acquisitions made with
Duck Stamp dollars, because we understand their importance.
We are also quick to react to "action alerts” and to contact our
elected officials when important funding vehicles like the
Land and Water Conservation Fund are endangered by
spending cuts. However, land "conservation” is more than just
buying land for the public domain and then simply leaving it
alone. You see, once lands are purchased with public dollars
like those from the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund (Duck
Stamp Fund), they must be managed and cared for to truly
benefit migratory birds and Americans. Public land
management requires sustained financial commitment, but
public funding for science-based, habitat management has
declined over the last several years.

What exactly is meant by habitat management? Habitat is the
often referred to as "the place where an animal lives.” It may
be obvious, but birds live in the wetlands, grasslands, and
forests of our public lands throughout the U.S. It may be
counterintuitive, but these places cannot simply be "left
alone” to be in a "natural state.” These lands must be
managed. Similar to a farm, these natural places often require
intensive care and maintenance to continue providing food,
cover, and places to nest for birds and other wildlife. For
example, wetlands require periodic manipulation of water
levels (draining and re-flooding) and soils (disking) to produce
mudflats for shorebirds and natural foods for waterfowl.
Grasslands require regular prescribed fire, and sometimes
selective herbicides, to reinvigorate nesting cover for birds
and to control the pressure from invasive weeds. Forests
require selective timber harvests to help sunlight reach the
forest floor; sometimes replanting to generate appropriate
species is called for.

These management practices, which support bird and other
wildlife populations, require significant investment to acquire
water supplies, heavy equipment (tractors), materials (tree
seedlings), and knowledgeable people (managers) who know
how to use them. Professionals in conservation understand
that land stewardship is difficult and sometimes expensive,
and for this reason, working together through partnerships is
often the best way to get things done. Collaboration and
cooperation is rarely easy, though, so the District, USFWS, and
their respective leaders should be commended and supported
for cooperating for so many years to manage habitat and
provide public access at Loxahatchee.
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speak up for a stronger commitment to managing our public 2) You can access a recent report of all

lands, regardless of their ownership. NWRs which owe all or part of their
existence to MBCF investments from the

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Consider five simple things to support the activities of our
Friends and raise awareness of the entire Stamp program:

1) Join our Friends or renew your membership. Find details toward the
bottom of this newsletter.

2) Spread the word and have your like-minded friends sign up for

_JITHE
MILLION DOLLAR L
“DUCK ™ Wingtips, our near-monthly newsletter.

3) View The Million Dollar Duck, the fun documentary about the stamp
and the art contest. Show the video at a meeting. (Available on iTunes,
Amazon, and on DVD.) For details, click on the image to the left.

PAINT DUCKS, SAVE DUCKS.

4) Build support for the Jr. | P
Duck Stamp through AmazonSmile. Click on the feature ShOp at AmazonSmile

to the right to find out more on this program. .
8 . Pros _ and Amazon will make
5) Buy and wear a classic 1934-1935 Duck Stamp T-shirt,

featuring an image of the very first Stamp. See the d donation to:

particulars here. The Junior Duck Stamp Program
through our Friends

There are many other things to do, but these five are
great starters. Please consider sharing these ideas with ‘
others, whether they are hunters, anglers, hikers,

birders, wildlife photographers, environmental amazon
educators, art teachers, or Refuge Friends. :

Get started ‘
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FROM THE MALHEUR NWR FRIENDS GROUP

Readers of Wingtips will surely remember the armed seizure of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
in Oregon earlier this year and the disappointing verdict in that case.

Earlier this month, the Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge released a statement by its
president, Gary lvey, on some of the consequences of that seizure and on rededicating the
Friends to access to public lands.

The listing of refuges on the first page, where 25.6% of Malheur is shown to have been acquired
through by MBCF/Stamp funds, accentuates the need to stress that these lands,
legitimately acquired and appropriately managed, belong to all of us.

You can read the full Malheur Friends statement here.

About the Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp

Our Friends Group is an independent, nonprofit organization
dedicated to two basic goals:

FrIENDS
——of the——
Migratory

1. To increase promotional and educational efforts .
among various target audiences concerning the Bird/Duck
stamp and the National Wildlife Refuge System.

2. Toincrease the regular, voluntary purchase of the
stamp among hunters and non-hunters alike.

Our "Regular Friend" annual fee is kept modest, only $15, but all Friends are also asked to pledge
to buy two stamps per year, joining with other individuals and organizations across the country
with that promotional effort. Our "Friend's Year" also corresponds with the "year” of a valid Stamp
- from July to July. Join our Friends group!

Sharing and Adapting Our Content

The text of Wingtips by Friends of the Migratory Bird/Duck Stamp is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

e This license allows sharing and a right to adapt the written materials, with appropriate
credit.

e Images are not included in Wingtips' Creative Commons license, and are reproduced
through the courtesy of their respective license holders (as indicated by the photographer
credit lines). Permission to reproduce an image must be obtained from the image's license
holder.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018rvAn3eh1nJYa-NJdCEWBEAeWKZerEEue6LwormHD51IBsnRn1V49CJeWZk0e-2hrSw3SMZdVMXzN1VX0rSqVKIGIhVo0d7zNDn1v0-4izyN4M1MAkG_GJB_L56iT-dX15UsONBf198IuTk87vZmnByJz8K-187-W9bXrZZdXcoYDt64Nyud2QDMW9LxDXvKMv6UFjcNcUSW8gp5L898RrWdu-pSrueqz0bfhrcRN53WrPBKimFHugdWBpO3uSjB&c=eDhnyg0SX22W-7CC7MyWcCRsAd_DM7h_LREfFHYmfHkZ16gVawXWNg==&ch=0otZjIskmZG74L64pBd7vYYrObHqrN5UF_YhtlstNWYQYU34vExQLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018rvAn3eh1nJYa-NJdCEWBEAeWKZerEEue6LwormHD51IBsnRn1V49Joypz4yfNFiqaBHjakQHufwoJAFawVBD9SrLNajsLkUX9dXErdLfg3V5mn53ar0oUy2NTparoktYgcG-43QjJCPIaPoqjZNnzwulBwH2yAE7XNBpaFZ3m_0C73I7zynP8oEkSSQfTCnjo4ejbdfsSOPO7OCvUBBbPCEhyfTBOGl&c=eDhnyg0SX22W-7CC7MyWcCRsAd_DM7h_LREfFHYmfHkZ16gVawXWNg==&ch=0otZjIskmZG74L64pBd7vYYrObHqrN5UF_YhtlstNWYQYU34vExQLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018rvAn3eh1nJYa-NJdCEWBEAeWKZerEEue6LwormHD51IBsnRn1V49AZ5vqRNUoMIu4s84o9uSRT2yYCYuXY2QkCuJADqMT0GDOoVHC_Ldq1zwCG6dLfHvLDfWOf99LOTAp4bLU_PHKWz8Pk537E4M0PoLJF4tySAtf0EyA1GFiTl_KFY51MwinJVkUkbntl7jToOwjCWhX2mQNyo4mVFQg==&c=eDhnyg0SX22W-7CC7MyWcCRsAd_DM7h_LREfFHYmfHkZ16gVawXWNg==&ch=0otZjIskmZG74L64pBd7vYYrObHqrN5UF_YhtlstNWYQYU34vExQLA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018rvAn3eh1nJYa-NJdCEWBEAeWKZerEEue6LwormHD51IBsnRn1V49AZ5vqRNUoMIu4s84o9uSRT2yYCYuXY2QkCuJADqMT0GDOoVHC_Ldq1zwCG6dLfHvLDfWOf99LOTAp4bLU_PHKWz8Pk537E4M0PoLJF4tySAtf0EyA1GFiTl_KFY51MwinJVkUkbntl7jToOwjCWhX2mQNyo4mVFQg==&c=eDhnyg0SX22W-7CC7MyWcCRsAd_DM7h_LREfFHYmfHkZ16gVawXWNg==&ch=0otZjIskmZG74L64pBd7vYYrObHqrN5UF_YhtlstNWYQYU34vExQLA==

This is a season where we are dearly reminded that there is always something for which to be
thankful. May you enjoy all the simple pleasures that this beautiful season and Thanksgiving
Day have to offer. In fact, life's most valued treasures are often the ones that are free,
special gifts that have no price, including family, friends, and the enjoyment of nature.
Wishing you and your loved ones a wonderful Thanksgiving!




